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In this seminar, we outline a series of developments in England which, we argue, combine in
powerful ways to sustain certain ideas about literacy and about research and to silence others. These
include the promotion of ‘evidence-based practice’, reductive frameworks for initial teacher
education and early careers professional development, and a strong accountability framework via
inspection. At the same time, as we illustrate through data generated through two small pilot studies,
to suggest that such discourses are all pervasive is to ignore other, less predictable, ways in which
research circulates, underplaying the activity of teachers, communication channels, and others
working in literacy education, and the work of digital actors in assisting the movement of ideas. We
suggest therefore that the movements of research are produced, accelerated or halted as multiple
brokers (human and digital) combine in diverse ways, through what we see as dynamic, fluid
sociotechnical assemblages. This complex picture calls for a sociomaterial analysis of the movements
of literacy research ‘in the wild’ to account for how different kinds of knowledge about literacy are
propelled, amplified, stalled or simply list. We outline a series of methodological resources for
investigating these ‘research mobilities’ from different vantage points, combining a focus on
movements of research at macro level with fine-grained analysis of individual teachers’ experiences
and the movements and translations of specific pieces of research. Such work, we suggest, is needed
to gain critical purchase on the range of ideas about literacy that are gaining credence in educational
practice, and those ideas that remain stubbornly underused.
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